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how does he do it? The Devil must either be
always by him, or have an agent devil in commis-
sion always attending him, and always ready to act
as he shall direct; a deputy-devil under orders,
and instructed to act for him, and to personate
either devil, or other shape, as occasion presents,
or as the magician pleases to direct. It can be no
otherwise, not the Devil himself can act upon any
other foot.

All we have to say for our magicians is, 'to hope
that what they have to say for themselves may have
some truth in it; namely, that they deal with spi-
rits, but that it is with good spirits, not with the
Devil, or with evil spirits; and this we have only
their own words for; we cannot be sure it is so,
nor will I venture to say that we have a great deal
of reason to believe them; at least there may be
room to doubt the truth of it.

I would rather advance for them what I have
much more reason to believe, and that is, that they
deal with no spirits at all, either good or bad; for
if I should once entertain a belief that they really
consulted with any spirits at all, I should be afraid
they were devils ; because, as I have said, that I
believe the Devil would not be at their beck at
every turn, so often as they have occasion for him ;
so I am less of the opinion that the good spirits
would be called backward and forward on their tri-
vial and frivolous errands, nor is it rational to be-
lieve they should.

If then they have any spirits, I doubt they are
devils, not good spirits j but my more justifiable
opinion, and which I think is really well-grounded,
is, that most, if not all of them, who pretend to this
converse with spirits, have no knowledge of, or corre-
spondence with, any spirits at all; but that all the
cant of their good spirits, the inhabitants of the in-
visible world, and their intelligence with them, is a